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Researching Bibliography

Where to search in order to compile a bibliography?

A. Reading list 

B. Search Google / Google Scholar

C. JSTOR

D. Library catalogue

E. Bibliographical database

F. Check another book or articles for references

G. Ask a tutor / friend

H. Ask social media (Facebook, Twitter, Academia.edu etc.)

I. Others?
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Student search behaviour: Google vs. the Library  
�did not examine their topics to identify keywords and related terms

�performed simple keyword or phrase queries

�did not reformulate or refine their search queries

�did not move beyond the first page of results

�did not examine metadata to improve searches 

�frequently visited commercial sites such as Amazon; content farms such as 
About.com; and subscription databases such as JSTOR. 
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Systematic literature searching: make a plan

1. Analyse topic and identify keywords for searching

2. Finding books
• critical works

• sources

3. Journals & journal articles

4. Theses

5. Web resources & portals

6. Book reviews

7. Evaluate, refine and analyse findings

Topic: Why was so much importance attached to child and youth 
welfare in the 19th Century?
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Task 1: Brainstorming / mind map
Why was so much importance attached to child and youth welfare in the 19th 
Century?

Education

literacy, schools, etc.

Dr Barnados, NSPCC, charities

Kinderfürsorge, 
Reichsversicherungsamt, Kinderarbeit, 
Sozialstaat, Sozialreformer, Theodor 
Lohmann, etc.
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Task 2: Find books

�Bibliographies or subject guides

�Local libraries’ catalogues (e.g. SOLO)

�National libraries’ catalogues (e.g. British Library, Library of Congress, 
BNF)

�Union catalogues (e.g. WorldCat and Library Hub Discover)

�Specialist libraries’ catalogues (e.g. Wellcome Library, Women’s 
Library)

�Portals, repositories, digital libraries (e.g. Gallica, Digital Public Library 
of America)
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Tips

�Check footnotes of most recently 
published relevant book
�identify duplicate citations for important 

stuff

�Journal article on most specific topic & 
review of literature

�Lateral thinking

�Read and evaluate findings

�Persevere with searching
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Deciphering footnotes
�Change your search criteria

�Look for the first mention of a book/source

�Look at list of abbreviations and check bibliography

�Complete reference by searching in catalogues & 
bibliographic databases

�Ask a librarian

Edmund Lodge, Illustration of British history, biography and 
manners…, 2nd edn (3 vols., London, 1838) 

cited as Lodge, Illustrated History. 

PDFics CC0 Public Domain 
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Spotting the important stuff

�Important publisher or journal

�Highly cited (Web of Science citation indexes)

�Reading lists

�Duplicate references

�New editions & reprints

�Scholarly apparatus

�Pagination & size

�Read abstracts, book reviews, etc.
Series: Writers and Readers 
documentary comic book

156 pages
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Why reinvent the wheel?

Bodleian Subject and research guides
http://libguides.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/

http://libguides.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/
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Oxford Bibliographies Online

�Oxford Bibliographies OnLine (Medieval Studies) 

�Oxford Bibliographies OnLine (Renaissance and Reformation)

�Oxford Bibliographies OnLine (African Studies)

�Oxford Bibliographies OnLine (Military History)

�Oxford Bibliographies OnLine (Atlantic History)
� Etc.
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�Manuscript lists

�Printed catalogues (15th century-)

�Guard catalogues

�Card catalogues (1790s-1980s)

�Online catalogues / OPACs (1960s-)

�Search by keyword, author, title, 

Subject, series etc

�Updated & corrected immediately

History of bibliographical
discovery tools
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Fishing trip in SOLO
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Subject searches 

�Bring together synonyms, variant spellings, etc.

�Consistent & reliable use of language

�Retrieves all entries on subject regardless of language used by author

�Works for any subject (Religion, English, etc.)

Library of Congress subject headings 
(LCSH)

Child welfare -- France – History

Social values – Great Britain – History – 19th century

Dr Barnardo's (Organization) – History

Germany -- Social policy -- 19th century



Researching Bibliography

Word of caution

�LCSH started in 1909 

�Different LCSH standards at different times

�Uses US spelling

�Generally adopted by UK libraries once moved to online catalogues (1970s/80s)

�Generally not used on the continent

�Beware of generic v specific subjects entries

�Your topic may not exist (yet)

�Only works for books & cover journal articles you find in e.g. SOLO

�Libraries may not (yet) have full catalogue records for recently received books – or even for 

older stock

Library of Congress Subject Headings are Anglo-American standards
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Finding printed primary sources

Useful qualifiers to include when searching library catalogues:

Witchcraft – Great Britain – History – Sources

Lawyers – Italy – Correspondence

Paradin, Guillaume, d. 1590 – Diaries

Holocaust, Jewish (1939-1945) – Austria – Personal narratives

Gaulle, Charles de, 1890-1970 – Interviews

Germany – Economic conditions – 1945- – Statistics

Prisons – England – Cheshire – Early works to 1800

Wilson, Woodrow, 1856-1924 – Speeches
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National library catalogues
Explore the British Library http://explore.bl.uk/

European Library catalogues 
http://wess.lib.byu.edu/index.php/European_Library_Catalogs

Bibliothèque nationale de France http://www.bnf.fr/

Deutsche Nationalbibliothek https://portal.dnb.de/

Biblioteca Nazionale Centrale Firenze http://www.bncf.firenze.sbn.it/

Biblioteca Nazionale Centrale di Roma 
http://www.bncrm.beniculturali.it/it/908/cataloghi

Biblioteca Nacional de España http://catalogo.bne.es/uhtbin/webcat

Worldwide directory at 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_national_and_state_libraries

Not in Oxford? 
what next…

Recommend a book for 
Oxford to purchase

Inter-library loan

Plan a visit 
Admissions policy 

Opening times

Contact staff to check 
they have want you want

http://explore.bl.uk/
http://wess.lib.byu.edu/index.php/European_Library_Catalogs
http://www.bnf.fr/
https://portal.dnb.de/
http://www.bncf.firenze.sbn.it/
http://www.bncrm.beniculturali.it/it/908/cataloghi
http://catalogo.bne.es/uhtbin/webcat
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_national_and_state_libraries
http://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/finding-resources/recommendations
http://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/using/ill
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Union catalogues

�Library Hub Discover (UK) https://discover.libraryhub.jisc.ac.uk/

�WorldCat - via Databases A-Z or http://www.worldcat.org/

�Karlsruhe Virtual Catalogue (meta search engine) 
https://kvk.bibliothek.kit.edu

�Gemeinsamer Bibliotheksverbund Katalog (GBV) 
http://www.gbv.de/

�SUDOC http://www.sudoc.abes.fr/LNG=EN/

�The European Library http://www.theeuropeanlibrary.org/tel4/

https://discover.libraryhub.jisc.ac.uk/
http://www.worldcat.org/
https://kvk.bibliothek.kit.edu/
http://www.gbv.de/
http://www.sudoc.abes.fr/LNG=EN/
http://www.theeuropeanlibrary.org/tel4/
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Published catalogues of books
Use to find early printed books or sources (contemporary publications)

�Universal Short Title Catalogue http://www.ustc.ac.uk/

�Early English Books Online EEBO (Wing: Short-Title Catalogue STC, English Short-Title Catalogue 
ESTC)

�Eighteenth Century Collections Online ECCO (ESTC)

�Nineteenth Century Short-Title Catalogue NSTC  
�Watt: Bibliotheca Britannica (1824)

�Zentrales Verzeichnis digitalisierter Drucke (incl. VD16, VD17, VD18) 
http://www.zvdd.de/startseite/

�National Trust libraries (in Library Hub Discover)

Bodleian does not have access to online version of NSTC  – can go to British Library

http://www.ustc.ac.uk/
http://www.zvdd.de/startseite/
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https://www.hathitrust.org

Locating and searching full-text
�Google Books http://books.google.com/books

Archive.org http://www.archive.org

Gutenberg https://www.gutenberg.org/

�eBooks via SOLO

�Databases via Databases A-Z (link from SOLO), e.g.

�Early English Books Online (EEBO)
�Early European Books (EEB)
�Early American Imprints (Evans)
�Eighteenth Century Collections Online (ECCO)
�Making of the Modern World 1450-1850

�Digital Libraries on the web, e.g.

�Digital.Bodleian https://digital.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/
�Digital Public Library of America http://dp.la/
�Gallica (France) http://gallica.bnf.fr/
�Digitale Bibliothek (Germany) http://www.digitale-sammlungen.de/
�Trove (Australia) http://trove.nla.gov.au

https://www.hathitrust.org/
http://books.google.com/books
http://www.archive.org/
https://www.gutenberg.org/
https://digital.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/
http://dp.la/
http://gallica.bnf.fr/
http://www.digitale-sammlungen.de/
http://trove.nla.gov.au/
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Watts, Bibliotheca Britannica (1824)
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Archive.org
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Finding archival resources
�Not in SOLO or other library catalogues!

�Catalogues & subject guides to Bodleian archives

https://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/weston/finding-resources/catalogues

�British Library: Manuscript catalogue (Western mss) 

http://www.bl.uk/catalogues/manuscripts/

�Janus: Cambridge University manuscript online catalogue 

http://janus.lib.cam.ac.uk/

�The National Archives (TNA) http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/

�Archives Hub http://www.archiveshub.ac.uk/

https://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/weston/finding-resources/catalogues
http://www.bl.uk/catalogues/manuscripts/
http://janus.lib.cam.ac.uk/
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/
http://www.archiveshub.ac.uk/
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Task 3: Find journals and journal articles
�“Articles” search in SOLO

�Subject guides in e-Journals A-Z

�Bibliographies & bibliographical databases
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SOLO Search Everything
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History of bibliographical search tools

From 19th Century: indexing & abstracting of periodical literature 

From 1960s: Citation indexes

�Poole's index to periodical literature [1802-1906] [LRR: B1.1066 = Bod Lower Reading Room]

�Nineteenth Century Readers Guide to Periodical Literature [LRR: B1.1070 = Bod Lower Reading Room]

�Wellesley Index to Victorian Periodicals 1824-1900 (e)

�Periodicals Archive Online & Periodicals Index Online (e)

�British Periodicals 1681-1939 (e)

�Search Everything (in SOLO) – incomplete: doesn’t include print & not all electronic 
subscribed articles
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Bibliographical tools

European Historical Bibliographies http://www.histbib.eu/

Bibliography of British & Irish History (BBIH) (e)

Historische Bibliographie Online 1990- http://historische-bibliographie.degruyter.com/

Jahresberichte für deutsche Geschichte, 1927-2015 1974-2015  http://www.jdg-online.de/

Bibliographie annuelle de l'histoire de France, 1954-2011
Répertoire bibliographique de l'histoire de France, 1920-31

[in 2019: https://explore.univ-psl.fr/fr]

Bibliografia Storica Nazionale, 1939-
2000- http://www.gcss.it/bsn/

Use to systematically find books, journal articles, book chapters, book reviews, dissertations. 
Remember: they tell you what has been published not what is in Oxford!

http://www.histbib.eu/
http://historische-bibliographie.degruyter.com/
http://www.jdg-online.de/
https://explore.univ-psl.fr/fr
http://www.gcss.it/bsn/
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Bibliographical search tools via SOLO

�International Medieval Bibliography

�Byzantinische Bibliography

�Index Islamicus

�Historical Abstracts (world history, 1450-, book reviews)

�Bibliography of the History of Art 

�ATLA (history of religion & church)

�Index Religiosus (church history)

�EconLit (economic history)

�Philosopher’s Index (intellectual history)

�Arts & Humanities Citation Index

�and MORE…

In Databases A-Z : Browse by category
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Historical Abstracts
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Citation indexes

Web of Science: Arts & Humanities Citation Index, Social Sciences 
Citation Index, Science Citation Index

� Bibliographical database: find articles by subject, author, etc

� Citation index: 

� see what was cited in the article 

� see who has cited the article since publication

� spot highly-cited authors / articles / journals



Researching Bibliography



Researching Bibliography



Researching Bibliography

Task 4: Find theses
�Bodleian Libraries guide to theses http://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/finding-resources/theses

�Oxford Theses via SOLO

�ProQuest Dissertations and Theses (Global full text plus UK and Ireland 
abstracts)

�Theses Completed & in progress (IHR, 1995-) http://www.history.ac.uk/history-
online/theses

�Bibliographical databases
�e.g. Historical Abstracts

�Lists in journals 
�e.g. Revue d’histoire du XIXe siècle http://rh19.revues.org/index.html

http://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/finding-resources/theses
http:// http:/www.history.ac.uk/history-online/theses
http://rh19.revues.org/index.html
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Theses: full text
�Oxford Research Archive ORA (via SOLO)

�ETHOS http://ethos.bl.uk/

�ProQuest Dissertations and Theses (Global full text plus UK and 
Ireland abstracts)

�DART-Europe E-Theses Portal (DEEP)
http://www.dart-europe.eu/basic-search.php

�These.fr http://www.theses.fr/

�Atelier National de Reproduction des Thèses (ANRT) 
http://www.diffusiontheses.fr/

Google search:

“Thèse de doctorat soutenue“

http://ethos.bl.uk/
http://www.dart-europe.eu/basic-search.php
http://www.theses.fr/
http://www.diffusiontheses.fr/
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formerly: Index to Theses
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Task 5: Find web resources, portals, digital libraries

�Google, Bing, etc.

�IHR Digital http://www.history.ac.uk/digital

�Europeana http://www.europeana.eu/portal/

�Digital Public Library of America http://dp.la/

�European History Online http://ieg-ego.eu/  

�Themenportal Europäische Geschichte http://www.europa.clio-online.de/

�Historici.nl http://www.historici.nl/ 

�HFL Diigo https://www.diigo.com/user/hfloxford

http://www.history.ac.uk/digital
http://www.europeana.eu/portal/
http://dp.la/
http://ieg-ego.eu/
http://www.europa.clio-online.de/
http://www.historici.nl/
https://www.diigo.com/user/hfloxford
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Task 6: Find book reviews

�Book Reviews research guide (Boston Univ.)

http://library.bu.edu/bookreviews

�Journals (e.g. AHR, JSTOR)
�also via Historical Abstracts, Web of Science, etc.

�Newspapers
�Times Literary Supplement, NY Review of Books, etc.

�ACLS Humanities eBooks

http://library.bu.edu/bookreviews
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Book Reviews - online

Websites & mailing lists
�IHR Review of Books http://www.history.ac.uk/reviews/

�H-Net https://networks.h-net.org
�H-Albion 

�H-France-Reviews

�Persée: Portail de revues en sciences humaines et sociales
http://www.persee.fr/

�Revues.org http://www.revues.org/

�Sehepunkte http://www.sehepunkte.de/

http://www.history.ac.uk/reviews/
https://networks.h-net.org/
http://www.persee.fr/
http://www.revues.org/
http://www.sehepunkte.de/
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Task 7: Evaluate your bibliography

 Latest scholarship 

 Balanced (content, length, etc.)

 No gaps

 Accurate

Technical bits: manage your citations (Endnote, 
RefWorks, Zotero, Mendeley)

Managing your references (LibGuide)
https://libguides.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/reference-management/

https://libguides.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/reference-management/
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Good luck!


