
AI: benefits and risks (1)

Oxford students have free, individual
access to ChatGPT Edu accounts.

ChatGPT is an AI chatbot developed by
an American company called OpenAI. 
It uses natural language processing to 
generate humanlike text, hold 
conversations, and perform a wide 
range of other tasks.

ChatGPT Edu is the version built for
universities. The University of Oxford 
recognizes its usefulness for academic
knowledge but its benefits come with
significant risks.

Refer to the History Faculty AI Guidance on
the Oxford Historians Hub



AI: benefits and risks (2)

What is AI? 

It’s an artificial intelligence tool. It’s a form of
technology and as such, a lot depends on how
you use it.

What can AI do?

It can process an enormous amount of data
in a very short time and provide you with 
outputs in different forms (writing, drawing,
speech).

AI and humanist knowledge

The use and impact of AI is not the same in the Humanities as in other subjects.

Critical reading and individual writing is historically at the core of humanist knowledge 
=> we have learnt from written texts and thought through writing for millennia.



AI: benefits and risks (3)

Learn how to use AI in your interest

What can AI do for you?

• quick in processing information (but needs 
to be double checked)

• it can translate sources into English (helpful
for the thesis!)

How can AI cheat you?

It doesn’t think!!! => It retains your prompt’s bias => It tries to make you happy!

When it writes for you, it relies on old, average information available online: if you let your style 
and argument to be shaped by its writing, you will write mediocre essays.

Using AI to read, write and take notes may limit tutors’ ability to help you. 

It is produced for the market by firms that seek a financial return. It has heavy 
environmental impact.



AI: benefits and risks (4)

An AI turn in History?

Long-term => honestly nobody knows.

We’re all facing the same uncertainty.

Short-term => your History degree is now.

Don’t let a very recent product, whose 
impact is still subject to debate, shape 
the most important thing that you have 
in your life, which is your education based on developing critical reading and writing skills.

Distinguish between coursework/exams and research.

• AI will not help you with exams, it may do your work worse => talk with your tutors.

• AI may help with some aspects of your research for your thesis, but not its actual writing
=> talk with your supervisors.


