Introduction to the Canvas VLE

Faculty of History



What is Canvas?

e Canvas is the University’s premier virtual learning
environment (VLE) for teaching and learning.

* You can use it to:

e Explore your course options

e Access learning materials
e.g. lecture handouts, PowerPoint presentations, reading lists

e View your recorded lectures
e Receive updates and notifications about your course



On-course materials
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How to access Canvas

There are a number of different routes you can take to access Canvas:

1. Go to https://www.canvas.ox.ac.uk and log in using your Single Sign-On
(SSO). This will take you to your personalised Dashboard.

2. Goviathe Oxford Historians’ Hub website — there is a link in the banner at
the top of the page that will take you directly to Canvas.

3. Links within your Handbook will take you directly to the relevant sections of
Canvas.


https://www.canvas.ox.ac.uk/
https://ohh.web.ox.ac.uk/home

Your Canvas Dashboard

e When you log into Canvas, you will be taken to your Dashboard. This will
show you all of the courses and papers that you are enrolled in.

* On the right hand side you can see the ‘coming up’ section. If you or your
tutor adds anything into the Canvas Calendar, this will appear here.

* The left hand side has a list of tools:

— Your account, where you can edit your notification settings and personal details

— Your Dashboard, with quick links to all of your courses
— Your Courses, where you can see all the courses in which you are or have been enrolled

— Your Calendar, showing any events you have forthcoming.




Your Programme Page

When you start at Oxford, you will be given
access to the relevant Canvas page for your
degree programme.

From here, you will be able to access:
e Information about the programme
e Induction and Study Skills resources

e A list of all of the options available on your
course

e Links to other Faculty sites (for Joint Schools)
e Feedback forms

e |Information about examinations



Paper Pages

Each paper offered by the Faculty has its own
page, where you can access:

e An overview of the paper content

e Links to all of the options within that paper
N.B. Not every option will run each year. Please check
Canvas regularly for updates on option availability.

e Sign-up links to receive further information

about that paper
For outline papers only

Students can access every paper offered by the
Faculty of History — so you can always access
reading lists and handouts!



Option Pages

Each option within a paper has its own page,
where you can access:

* An overview of the option — what it covers
and how it will be taught

e Reading lists and (where relevant) Set Texts
e Links to past papers via SOLO
 Handouts and Presentations for that option

e A calendar of forthcoming events and
lectures

Students can access every paper offered by the
Faculty of History — so you can always access
reading lists and handouts!



Accessing Lecture Recordings

Lecture recordings for the majority of lectures
in the Faculty of History can be found on
Canvas.

e Recordings for the current academic year can
be found under the ‘Faculty of History —
Lecture Recordings’ course on your
Dashboard.

e If you are a Finalist and have access to
recordings from a previous academic year,
the relevant course will also appear on your
Dashboard.

Please note that some lecturers may opt out of recording
their lectures. Lectures will not be released to replace
teaching withheld as part of industrial action.



Panopto for Lecture Recordings D.D

Lecture Recordings are accessed through the
Panopto/Replay client within Canvas.

From the ‘Faculty of History — Lecture
Recordings’ course, you will need to select
‘Panopto Recordings’ in the left-hand sidebar.

If you cannot see the sidebar, select the three
lines (=) next to the page title.

On the next page, you will need to select the
‘Undergraduate Lectures’ folder, and navigate
to the course you are interested in.

N.B. The Faculty aims to release lecture
recordings within 48 hours of delivery.



Setting Your Notifications on Canvas D.D

* Notifications allow you to set how and when
you want to be alerted when various

activities happen within a course.
N.B. The setting you choose will apply to all of
your Canvas courses.

* To set notifications for each activity, click on
the symbol and select from the drop-down:

* Notify Immediately: immediately updates you on
important announcements

e Daily Summary: gives you a summary of your
notifications once a day

* Weekly Summary: gives you a summary of your
notifications once a week

* Notifications Off: turns notifications off.
Do not do this for Announcements as you will miss
important information!



Ally and Canvas

The Canvas VLE has an integrated tool
called Ally which helps to make
content on the platform more
accessible.

Using Ally, you can download any
Canvas page or uploaded document in
one of the following formats:
* PDF
Electronic Braille
MP3 audio recording
ePub for mobile reading
OCRed PDF (for scanned documents)

These can be accessed via the
‘Alternative Formats’ button found
next to each file or page on Canvas.



Help and Support

Run into a problem? You can get help in a number of ways:

 If you have problems accessing Canvas, contact the University’s IT
Services Helpdesk on 01865 612345 or help@it.ox.ac.uk

* Once you’ve logged into Canvas, click on the ‘Help’ option on the Global
Navigation menu. You can ‘live chat’ or phone Canvas support, 24/7. The
Help option also includes access to a ‘Guide for Students’ covering some
of the key features of the VLE.

e For enquiries about courses or lecture recordings, contact the
Undergraduate Office at undergraduate.office@history.ox.ac.uk

* For feedback on Canvas or the OHH, contact the Communications Officer
at comms@history.ox.ac.uk
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